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RESUMEN

La apicultura en Ecuador tiene un gran potencial de crecimiento y desarrollo por la importancia
social, ambiental y econdmica que representa. Este estudio se propuso caracterizar la actividad
apicola y su contribucion econdmica en la zona rural de la Peninsula de Santa Elena. Se realiz6
una investigacién transversal, no experimental. Se aplicaron encuestas a 150 apicultores de
forma individual y colectiva. Las variables de estudio fueron las caracteristicas socioculturales,
colmenas, miel cosechada, productos generados, ingresos, gastos, utilidades, fuentes de
financiamiento, problemas que identifican, tipo de actividad economica y cadena de
comercializacién. Se observo que los apicultores estan organizados, reciben beneficios de la
asociacion “Agromiesperan”; prevaleciendo el sexo masculino sobre el femenino, la edad
superior a 46 afios y el nivel educacional primario. Fueron registradas 584 colmenas en
explotacion, el 82.0% de los apicultores maneja entre 1 a 5 colmenas; un namero significativo
de ellos, 81.3%, no aplica algun valor agregado y se limita a producir miel. Problemas con la
sequia, insuficiente floracion y plagas influyen de forma negativa en la produccion de miel. La
actividad economica influye significativamente en los ingresos, costos y utilidades de los
apicultores; los que la desarrollan como ocupacién primaria manejan mas colmenas y mayor
produccion de miel, generando maés utilidades, seguidos por los que la realizan de forma
secundaria y por altimo los que la ejecutan de forma alternativa. Los apicultores aprovechan
diferentes canales de comercializacion y destacan la gestion de ventas directas al consumidor.

Palabras claves: apicultura, comercializacién, organizacion, produccion.
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ABSTRACT

Beekeeping in Ecuador has great potential for growth and development due to the social,
environmental and economic importance it represents. This study was proposed to characterize
the beekeeping activity and its economic contribution in the rural area of the Santa Elena
Peninsula. A cross-sectional, non-experimental investigation was carried out. Surveys were
applied to 150 beekeepers individually and collectively. The study variables were
sociocultural characteristics, hives, harvested honey, products generated, income, expenses,
profits, sources of financing, problems identified, type of economic activity, and marketing
chain. It was observed that beekeepers are organized, receive benefits from the
"Agromiesperan” association; prevailing the masculine sex over the feminine one, the age
superior to 46 years and the primary educational level. 584 hives were registered in operation,
82.0% of the beekeepers managed between 1 to 5 hives; a significant number of them, 81.3%,
do not apply any added value and are limited to producing honey. Problems with drought,
insufficient flowering and pests have a negative influence on honey production. Economic
activity significantly influences the income, costs and profits of beekeepers; those who
develop it as a primary occupation manage more hives and higher honey production,
generating more profits, followed by those who carry it out secondarily and finally those who
carry it out alternatively. Beekeepers take advantage of different marketing channels, but the
management of direct sales to the consumer.

Keywords: production, marketing, beekeeping, organization
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