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RESUMEN

Introduccidn: la inseguridad social en Ecuador, exacerbada por el narcotréafico, ha deteriorado
la cohesion comunitaria y la estabilidad econdmica, especialmente en sectores como el
comercio informal. Este fendmeno, que incluye delitos como robos y extorsiones, ha llevado a
una reduccidn significativa en la inversion y la actividad econdmica en areas afectadas, como
la provincia de Santa Elena. A nivel nacional, el empleo informal constituye el 52,5% de la
poblacion ocupada, reflejando desafios profundos en la generacién de empleo adecuado y la
sostenibilidad econdémica. Objetivo: determinar a partir del discurso de los comerciantes
informales del barrio Mariscal Sucre, su perspectiva sobre la inseguridad social, asi como el
impacto en el comercio informal en el canton La Libertad, durante el 2024. Materiales y
métodos: emplea un enfoque cualitativo para explorar en profundidad las experiencias y
percepciones vinculadas al comercio informal y la inseguridad social, utilizando un método
fenomenoldgico para comprender estas vivencias desde la perspectiva de los participantes. Se
selecciond una muestra intencional de comerciantes informales del barrio Mariscal Sucre, y se
recolectaron datos mediante entrevistas estructuradas y grupos focales. Discusion: La
inseguridad social en este barrio afecta significativamente el comercio informal y la estabilidad
socioecondémica, manifestandose en robos, asaltos y extorsiones. Conclusiones: La alta
vulnerabilidad creada por los problemas de seguridad limita el crecimiento econémico de los
comerciantes informales. Es crucial implementar politicas mas efectivas y organizadas, tanto
en seguridad como en el &mbito socioecondémico, para mejorar las condiciones de vida y
fomentar el desarrollo econdémico en la region.

Palabras clave: inseguridad social, comercio informal, estabilidad econémica, seguridad.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Social insecurity in Ecuador, exacerbated by drug trafficking, has
deteriorated community cohesion and economic stability, especially in sectors such as informal
commerce. This phenomenon, which includes crimes such as robbery and extortion, has led to
a significant reduction in investment and economic activity in affected areas, such as the
province of Santa Elena. At the national level, informal employment constitutes 52.5% of the
employed population, reflecting profound challenges in the generation of adequate
employment and economic sustainability. Objective: to determine from the discourse of
informal traders in the Mariscal Sucre neighborhood, their perspective on social insecurity, as
well as the impact on informal commerce in the canton of La Libertad, during 2024. Materials
and methods: a qualitative approach was used to explore in depth the experiences and
perceptions related to informal commerce and social insecurity, using a phenomenological
method to understand these experiences from the perspective of the participants. A purposive
sample of informal traders in the Mariscal Sucre neighborhood was selected, and data were
collected through structured interviews and focus groups. Discussion: Social insecurity in the
Mariscal Sucre neighborhood significantly affects informal commerce and socioeconomic
stability, manifesting itself in robberies, assaults and extortions. Conclusions: The high
vulnerability created by security problems limits the economic growth of informal traders. It is
crucial to implement more effective and organized policies, both in security and in the
socioeconomic sphere, to improve living conditions and foster economic development in the
region.

Key words: social insecurity, informal commerce, economic stability, security.
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