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RESUMEN

El presente estudio explora la relacion entre la inversion en activos y la rentabilidad en el
sector de la palma africana en Ecuador durante el periodo 2018-2023. Utilizando un enfoque
cuantitativo y un disefio no experimental, se analizaron datos financieros de 66 empresas del
sector, recolectados de fuentes oficiales como la Superintendencia de Compafiias y el
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC). El andlisis descriptivo mostré un
crecimiento constante en los activos, aunque no acompafiado de una rentabilidad
proporcional. Mediante un analisis de correlacion de Pearson y regresion lineal multiple, se
encontré que el margen neto tiene una relacion positiva y significativa con el resultado del
gjercicio, lo que sugiere gue la optimizacion de costos es crucial para la rentabilidad en el
sector. Sin embargo, la inversion en activos no mostrd una relacion estadisticamente
significativa con la rentabilidad, lo que indica que el simple aumento en recursos fisicos no
garantiza un mejor desempefio financiero. Los hallazgos sugieren que las empresas del
sector deben priorizar la eficiencia operativa sobre la expansién de activos, y que las
politicas publicas deberian enfocarse en apoyar tecnologias que mejoren la sostenibilidad y
competitividad. Este estudio contribuye a la literatura sobre gestion financiera en industrias
agricolas, destacando la importancia de un enfoque estratégico centrado en la rentabilidad
operativa.

Palabras clave: Palma africana, Inversion, Rentabilidad, Palmicultor, Ecuador.
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ABSTRACT

The present study explores the relationship between investment in assets and profitability in
the African palm sector in Ecuador during the period 2018-2023. Using a quantitative
approach and a non-experimental design, financial data from 66 companies in the sector,
collected from official sources such as the Superintendence of Companies and the National
Institute of Statistics and Census (INEC), were analyzed. The descriptive analysis showed a
steady growth in assets, although not accompanied by a proportional profitability. Through
Pearson correlation analysis and multiple linear regression, it was found that the net margin
has a positive and significant relationship with the profit for the year, suggesting that cost
optimization is crucial for profitability in the sector. However, investment in assets did not
show a statistically significant relationship with profitability, indicating that simply
increasing physical resources does not guarantee better financial performance. The findings
suggest that companies in the sector should prioritize operational efficiency over asset
expansion, and that public policies should focus on supporting technologies that improve
sustainability and competitiveness. This study contributes to the literature on financial
management in agricultural industries, highlighting the importance of a strategic approach
focused on operational profitability.

Key words: African palm, Investment, Profitability, Profitability.
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