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Analisis historico de la pesqueria artesanal del rabijunco (Hemanthias
spp.) en Ecuador (2013-2024): tendencias, esfuerzo pesquero y
estacionalidad de capturas
Autor: Ing. Pablo Mauricio Reyes Malavé
Tutor: MSc. Jorge Enrique Blacio Game

RESUMEN

El rabijunco (Hemanthias spp.) es un recurso demersal poco estudiado en Ecuador. En la costa
continental se distribuyen dos especies, Hemanthias peruanus y Hemanthias signifer, que
forman parte de las pesquerias artesanales. El analisis de los desembarques y del esfuerzo
pesquero permitird generar informacion para fortalecer la gestion y sostenibilidad de las
pesquerias artesanales multiespecificas del Pacifico oriental ecuatoriano. El estudio abarco la
costa continental del Ecuador y utilizé datos de la Subsecretaria de Recursos Pesqueros
correspondientes al periodo 2013-2024. La CPUE fue estandarizada mediante un modelo
GAM. Debido a limitaciones en la identificacion taxonémica de algunos registros historicos,
los andlisis principales se realizaron a nivel de género; no obstante, para el periodo con una
identificacion especifica mas consistente, se efectuaron andlisis exploratorios por especie.
Entre 2013 y 2024, los desembarques artesanales alcanzaron 4141 t, con una tendencia
creciente significativa. La pesqueria se concentra en Santa Rosa principalmente con linea de
mano. La CPUEe mostr6 variabilidad interanual significativa, aunque sin una estacionalidad
mensual claramente definida, sugiriendo una disponibilidad relativamente constante del
recurso. La distribucion observada indica una mayor frecuencia de captura en zonas del sur del
pais. En conjunto, los resultados evidencian que la pesqueria artesanal de Hemanthias spp. en
Ecuador corresponde a una actividad relativamente reciente, con potencial para su
aprovechamiento sostenible bajo un enfoque precautorio. En este contexto, resulta importante
fortalecer el monitoreo biologico, pesquero y socioecondémico, a fin de generar informacion
que contribuya al manejo adecuado y seguimiento futuro de este recurso.

Palabras claves: Rabijunco, desembarques pesqueria artesanal, Ecuador, abundancia relativa.
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ABSTRACT

The rabijunco fish (Hemanthias spp.) is a demersal resource that has been little studied in
Ecuador. Two species, Hemanthias peruanus and Hemanthias signifer, occur along the
continental coast and contribute to artisanal fisheries. An analysis of landings and fishing effort
can provide valuable information to support the management and sustainability of multispecies
artisanal fisheries in the Ecuadorian Eastern Pacific. The study covered the continental coast
of Ecuador and used data from the Undersecretariat of Fisheries Resources for the period 2013—
2024. Catch per unit effort (CPUE) was standardized using a GAM model. Due to limitations
in the taxonomic identification of some historical records, the main analyses were conducted
at the genus level; however, exploratory species-specific analyses were also performed for the
period in which species identification was more consistent. Between 2013 and 2024, artisanal
landings reached 4,141 t, showing a significant increasing trend. The fishery is concentrated in
Santa Rosa, primarily using handlines. The sCPUE showed significant interannual variability,
although without a clearly defined monthly seasonality, suggesting a relatively constant
availability of the resource. The observed distribution indicates a higher capture frequency in
areas of the southern part of the country, possibly associated with the resource's affinity for
lower-temperature waters. Overall, the results evidence that the artisanal fishery of Hemanthias
spp. in Ecuador corresponds to a relatively recent activity, with potential for sustainable
exploitation under a precautionary approach. In this context, it is important to strengthen
biological, fisheries, and socioeconomic monitoring in order to generate information that
contributes to the appropriate management and future tracking of this resource.

Keywords: Rabijunco, artisanal fishery landings, Ecuador, relative abundance.
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