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Tutor: PhD. Leon Arguello Nuiiez

RESUMEN

Este articulo explora las condiciones en las que actualmente se debate el uso del espacio publico
y su papel dentro del proceso de gestion de los mercados municipales, utilizando el canton La
Libertad en Ecuador como estudio de caso. A través de un enfoque mixto que incluyé la
administracion de 300 cuestionarios a residentes, vendedores y comerciantes, y la observacion
participativa en los principales mercados del canton, se identificaron patrones criticos del espacio
publico. Los hallazgos fueron una feminizacion del comercio informal, altos niveles de
inseguridad, practicas informales como el pago de sobornos, y la ocupacion excesiva y peligrosa
no regulada de areas estratégicas. Se concluye que el marco socioeconomico territorial
anteriormente citado, ha complicado el problema enmarcado por la impericia del gobierno
municipal alimentada por la demagogia, regulaciones obsoletas e inexistentes, clientelismo
politico y la evidente incuria que socavan la planificacion urbana. El estudio aboga por un cambio
inmediato en las politicas locales utilizando un enfoque integral, técnico y participativo con

caracter urgente.

Palabras clave: ordenanzas, regulacion, via publica, comercio informal, introductores.
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SUMMARY

This article explores the conditions under which the use of public space and its role within the
management process of municipal markets are currently debated, using the canton of La Libertad,
Ecuador, as a case study. Through a mixed-method approach that included the administration of
300 questionnaires to residents, vendors, and merchants, and participatory observation in the
canton's main markets, critical patterns of public space were identified. The findings included a
feminization of informal commerce, high levels of insecurity, informal practices such as bribery,
and the excessive and dangerous unregulated occupation of strategic areas. It concludes that the
aforementioned socioeconomic and territorial framework has complicated the problem, framed
by the ineptitude of the municipal government fueled by demagoguery, obsolete and nonexistent
regulations, political clientelism, and the evident negligence that undermines urban planning. The
study advocates for an immediate change in local policies using a comprehensive, technical, and
participatory approach as a matter of urgency.

Keywords: ordinances, regulation, public roads, informal trade, introducers.
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